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BRITISH COLUMBIA AMATEUR RADIO COORDINATION COUNCIL 

Coordinators Report 2015 

 

Summary of activities for the past year: 

 6 new repeaters have come on line; information on 59 repeaters has been 

updated, mostly the ones in Northern BC. 

o The new repeaters are, 

 VE7VCT Vancouver VECTOR repeater 145.550 MHz –600 kHz 

 VE7OVY in Victoria 441.500 +5 MHz 

 VE7GEC on Gabriola Island 443.000 +5 MHz 

 VE7NWC, a digital UHF repeater in New Westminster, 

 And 2 unpublished links 

o Letters had been sent out to repeater operators in the Interior last 

year in order to confirm on-going activity and update their 

coordination. The number of responses were disappointing, however. 

The consequences resulting from a lack of response is a serious matter 

for BCARCC as the future accuracy of the database may well be 

compromised. If no response is received to a letter or email confirming 

that the repeater is on air, the possible actions are, 

 The coordination may be rescinded. If however, the repeater is, 

in fact, on the air, then our database would become incomplete 

and interference could occur when a new repeater is coordinated 

on that frequency. 

 Additional attempts could be made to contact the sponsor or to 

physically confirm that the repeater is or is not on the air. This 

may involve additional effort and expense when it comes to 

outlying repeaters. 

 If no action is taken, then the database may, eventually, contain 

a significant number of non-existing entries that may prevent 

additional repeaters from being coordinated. 

On going projects and issues: 
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 To confirm that coordinated repeaters are still on the air, letters will be sent 

out to the remaining repeater operators. 

 Action to be taken as a result of a lack of response has not been established. 

We will first look at the results of our mailings, some of which will be by 

email this year before determining the next step in this process. 

 There is a strong demand for more repeater coordinations as a result of the 

availability of Yaesu repeaters at a very low price.  

Interference issues: 

 Overlapping coverage areas and improper use of CTCSS has given rise to a 

number of “interference” complaints. Almost all of these have been resolved 

by coordinators mediating or facilitating communication between the parties 

concerned. Where this did not work, the issue is passed on to the 

Interference Committee for further review and mediation. 

 More serious interference issues have arisen as a result of Western 

Washington coordinating repeater pairs in what we consider our 2-metre 

simplex bands. Seven repeaters have been coordinated in the simplex 

portions of the 146MHz and 147MHz bands with 1 MHz splits – some 

repeaters have outputs in the 146 portion, others in the 147 portion.  

 Although BCARCC objected to these new band allocations, repeaters have 

been coordinated on frequencies where no Canadian activity was heard. 

However, the sparse traffic on these frequencies has not been a reliable 

indicator of BC Hams’ use of these simplex frequencies. 

 According to the WWARA database, the following repeaters using a 1 MHz 

offset have been coordinated in NW Washington state, some of which may 

cover part of the Lower Mainland: 

o 146.4125 +1MHz in Bellevue 

o 146.4250 +1 MHz in Issaquah 

o 146.4500 +1 MHz in Bellingham – interferes with simplex traffic locally 

o 146.4875 +1 MHz in Bellevue 

o 147.4375 -1 MHz on Lyman Mountain, south of Bellingham 

o 147.4875 -1 MHz in Kirkland 

o 147.5000 -1 MHz in Burien 
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 Some, particularly 146.4500 may make simplex frequencies that were locally 

assigned for emergency communications unusable. Incidentally, 

Repeaterbook.com lists a number of additional Washington State repeaters 

using these 1 MHz split frequencies in what was traditionally a simplex sub-

band. 

 As simplex frequencies that have been earmarked for emergency 

communications have been affected by the new U.S. repeaters, BC Hams will 

need to find alternate frequencies. It is suggested that some under-utilized 

local repeaters or repeaters on other bands could be put to use for 

emergency communications and exercises. 

Relationship with WWARA 

 The relationship has changed over the years as the executives change. As 

well, access to databases on line has almost eliminated the need for personal 

contact and email exchanges between coordinators.  

 WWARA and BCARCC use different procedures for coordinating new repeaters 

which, at times, results in potential problems. Therefore, the process of 

ensuring no interference to a new repeater from the South may still take 

time. 

 We have found that, in the event of a significant problem, such as 

objectionable interference, the response from WWARA is swift and effective. 

Thanks go to WWARA’s executive for working with us whenever necessary. 

Coordination is a Team effort 

 The South East has a new coordinator: I would like to thank Mike Connelly 

VE7CWM for his work over the past few years with repeater operators in the 

South East as well as coordinators in Eastern Washington, Idaho and 

Montana. I would also like to welcome Lance Cuthill VE7LOC as our new 

coordinator for the South East of the Province. 

 I would like to extend my thanks to Ed Frazer VE7EF and Bill Tracey VE7QQ 

for their help and support in making my job far easier and far more effective. 

As well, I would like to thank our team of Coordinators, Tim Mitchell, Frank 

VanderZande, Rob Kuse, Phil Baker, Al Muir and Mike Connelly for their work 

in the past year and the commitment to our mission. 

George Merchant VE7QH 

Chief Coordinator 

May 28, 2015 


